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“the crew of far-sighted 


Of Camas Gaines 
concedes, “Outside of the 
mill, there was nothing.” } 

But that began to 
change. As the mill grew, so 
did Camas and even 
Washougal. Gaines started a 

ry store in Wi 
but went broke in 19. r, 
when his bank went bust. 

It wasn't the Great 
Depression that caused the 


_bank’s failure, but a bank 


ee who took off 
with the money, according 
to Gaines. 


In any case, by 1934, 
Gaines had enough money 
to buy another store in x 
Skamania County, and ~ 
operated it until 1948. It 
was di this time that 
Gaines began his second 
ree, as a public servant. 

He joi the school 
board and the Democratic 
Central Committee. 

a ieee mes 
to ‘ashougal 
started adry goods store. He 


rls «sed until 1959, 
when joined the 
Camas-Washougal Port 
Commissio: 


mn. 
Gaines 


as president. He was part of 


park at the port, and bought 


201 acres from the D.M. 
Stevenson Ranch for 
industrial use, 


eT 


While still a port 
commissioner, Gaines was 
elected mayor of 
in 1964. His reign was 
marked both with 
controversy and 


bag 
Washoutal mayor, 

caused a lot of pale 
Some people said it was a 
conflict of interest for me 
to be both the mayor and a 
port commissioner. Some 
people tried getting me 
out,” Gaines explains today. 


It wasn’t this 
controversial item, however, 
which eventually did cause 
Gaines to decide to resign as ~ 
Washougal mayor, in 1967. 

Gaines views the 
installation of the 
Washougal sewer system, 
the first in the town’s 
history, as his major — 
accomplishment as 
Washo mayor. It was 
also this issue which caused 
him to resign. : 

“The sewer system was a 
hot potato. People didn’t 
want to have to pay for it. 
Some thought the lagoon 
would smell. This issue cost 
me customers and friends. It 
must have cost me $5,000 
in business at my store,” 
Gaines admits. 


In 1967 Gaines resigned 


chairman of the 
County Board of 
Adjustment. Gaines helped — 
to organize the new board. 
In 1970, Gaines was 
appointed to the county 
board of equalization, on 
which he serves today. He is 
chairman of that board, and 
is the man to talk to if you 
think your property 
assessments are unfairly 
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